Sources of Chapter IX. 229 


of Philip's Spanish subjects seconded only too 
well the repressive instincts of their master. Such 
a people was certainly not born to fulfil the 
promise of intellectual and _ constitutional 
development contained in its past history, though 
it produced, by way of reaction against Philip's 
despotism, in the historian Mariana, a literary 
champion of popular sovereignty, and of the 
popular right to punish its infringement by 
summarily putting the tyrant to death. Far 
otherwise was it with the stout burghers of the 
Spanish Netherlands, more particularly of 
Holland and Zealand, where the policy of the 
Spanish despot resulted in the travail and birth 
of a glorious republic. 
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